IDEAS   OF   THE   LAXKAVATARA
the Lankdvatdra that preaches that liberation is impossible with-
out self-realization.1 It preaches dependence on one self, and
throws the responsibility on the human individual Because of its
doctrine of Cittamatrata, it does not appear to be as nihilistic as
the Madhyamika. Its teachings seem to occupy a position some-
where between the Yogacara and the Madhyamika. It is a sort of
a synthesis of both like the Awakening. While the latter effects the
synthesis with the help of the idea of Tathata, the Lankdvatdra
does so with that of Cittamatrata, and exhibits stronger leanings
towards the Vijnanavada. It too indentifies reality with Tathata
like the Awakening*
VIII
IDEAS   OF  THE   LANKAVATARA
The highest reality of the Lankdvatdra is Citta or Mind. 'The
more ordinary expressions given to the highest reality known as
Citta are Tathata, 'suchness' or 'thusness/ Satyata, 'the state of
being true/ Bhutata, 'the state of being real/ Dharmadhatu,
'realm of truth/ Nirvana, the Permanent (nitya)> Sameness
(samatd), the one (advaya), Cessation (nwodka), the Formless
(animitta], Emptiness (sunyatd)^ etc/' Though the meaning of
Citta as vijndna is retained, the word is used in two senses. In its
relative aspect, it means Manas, Manovijnana, and the five sense
mjndnas, all of which are found in the philosophy of the Sarvasti-
vada. In its absolute aspect, Citta is a synonym for the Alaya-
vijnana. On the other hand, the Alayavijnana too is spoken of as
having a relative and an absolute aspect,3 these aspects being the
same as the two aspects of the Citta. But there need be no doubt
about both the Alaya and the Citta being spoken of as above
dualism* and beyond comprehension.5 Further, the relation
between the world and the Alaya is regarded as that between
whole and parts; so that the two are neither different from each
' The Lan&avatara Sutra, pp. xxxvii-xxxix. The formula of the Shingon sect of
Japan, the canonical texts of which are Mahavairocandbhisambhodhi and Vajra&h-
hara S&tras, is given as follows: "The self which is in man and things expresses itself
from the exterior. All the activities of the world are but the radiations of the
*selt' One should study and meditate deeply the law of the Three Worlds, these
Three Mysteries, and strive to understand what is meant by causality. One
should then conform the rhythm of one's life to cosmic guidance which signifies
the fulfilment of one's social, human and national duty." This passage hardly
sounds Buddhistic as popularly understood outside the Buddhistic countries.
See The Buddhist Sects of Japan, p. 109*
3 find., p. xxviii.      3 J5id.t pp. 34 and 231.      4 Ibid., p, 38,      5 Ibid,, p. 39.
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